
EDMONTON JOURNAL / edmontonjournal.com wEDNEsDAy, ApRiL 20, 2011 A9a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  f e a t u r e

Susan Green – Chair

Carolyn Graham – Vice Chair

Peter Jasper – Secretary

Jan Mulligan – Treasurer

Aleem Popatia – Board Member

Bill Giebelhaus – Board Member

Bill Winter – Board Member

Gord Gilroy – Board Member

Kent Kaufield – Board Member

Leslie Beard – Board Member

Nancy Goin – Board Member

Honourable Anne McLellan –  
Board Member

Yves Millette – Board Member

Alfred Nikolai – President & CEO

In 1991, a small group recog-
nized an escalating need for af-
fordable home ownership in the 
capital region. They went on to 
establish Habitat for Humanity 
Edmonton (HFHE), an affiliate 
that built one house per year for 
over a decade. Their passion and 
vision of building homes and hope 
for families continues to inspire us 
today. 

The reason Habitat Edmon-
ton is able to celebrate 20 years 
of serving families is due to the 
incredible vision and determina-
tion of those who recognized the 
importance of establishing a local 
affordable home ownership pro-
gram, and because of those who 
gave hours of their time in the 
spirit of neighbour helping neigh-
bour. HFHE is successful because 

of the previous boards, volunteers, 
donors and staff who laid a firm 
foundation for us to build upon. 

If you are one of the thousands 
of individuals who have framed 
walls, lifted drywall, installed 
windows and doors, run electri-
cal, erected roofs, put in cabinets, 
painted, cleaned, provided lunch 
for our volunteers or have per-
formed other tasks to serve fami-
lies and your community through 
Habitat, we thank you!

Without the dedication of the 
many volunteers and community 
partners who have given of their 
time, talent and resources, Habitat 
Edmonton would not have seen so 
many families thrive in newfound 
home ownership over the past two 
decades. 

Habitat Edmonton looks for-
ward to adding to the vibrancy 
of our communities by building 
homes and hope for 100 families 
each and every year by 2012. We 
believe that when we all work to-
gether, we can transform lives, 
overcome obstacles and bridge 
differences. 

Celebrating
20 Years
in the Capital Region

Habitat for Humanity 
Edmonton celebrates 
20 years of building 
homes and hope

Dreams come true for 
five families

Last year during Habitat Day 
in the Capital Region, three 
local builders announced 

their decision to support Habitat 
for Humanity by each supporting 
a Habitat for Humanity home. Ro-
hit Group of Companies, Chris-
tenson Developments and Land-
mark Group of Companies have 
led the way this year by repeating 
their incredible generosity. Rohit 
will be providing a home in Leduc 
Mansions in Leduc, while Chris-
tenson and Landmark will each 
give Habitat Edmonton a home in 
the Emerald Hills community in 
Sherwood Park. 

Habitat Day 2011 also has two 
newcomers who have seen the sus-
tainability of the Habitat program 

and have come on board by each 
making a home possible. Cameron 
Homes is providing a home in the 
Hollick Kenyon community in 
northeast Edmonton, while Day-
tona Homes is providing a home 
in the Terraces of Oakmont in St. 
Albert. 

Leaders in the capital region 
gathered at the Delta South to 
celebrate the spirit of neighbour 
helping neighbour – or in this case, 
home builders helping neighbours. 
Our communities are incredibly 
blessed to have forward thinking 
leaders who are concerned with 
the health and sustainability of the 
communities they serve. 

The homes that these builders 
have made possible will have an 

impact today and in the future be-
cause they will always remain af-
fordable housing. If a Habitat fam-
ily decides to move on, they sell 
their home back to Habitat and we 
are able to use that home to pro-
vide affordable home ownership to 
another hard working family. This 
cycle builds sustainable commu-
nities and will continue to infuse 
hope and opportunity for families 
in need of a hand up.   

Habitat is grateful for the gen-
erosity of these corporate leaders 
and that they see and understand 
the benefit that Habitat brings to 
families and our communities. We 
look forward to continuing the tra-
dition of giving a hand up, not a 
hand out.

One look at Gail and Tess 
and you can tell that they 
love life. Tess is a teen-

ager who loves traveling, trying 
on new outfits and, like many 
teenage girls, has a case of “Bieber 
Fever.” Gail is an amiable mother 
who sparkles with unfettered 
pride when she talks about her 
Habitat home. Habitat volunteers 
and donors had given her a big 
reason to be thankful. 

“I’m proud to be a Habitat 
home owner and I tell people ev-
erywhere I go,” said Gail. “Ten 
years ago I didn’t know where my 
life was headed. Actually, I knew 
where my life was headed and it 
was bleak.”

Gail heard about the Habi-
tat program through the eve-
ning news. Watching Habitat 
families receive keys to their new 
homes planted a seed of hope in 
her mind. She applied and was 
“completely stunned” when she 
received the good news that she 
and Tess would soon have their 
own home. With excitement and 
dedication, Gail broke the record 
time for a family to complete their 
500 sweat equity hours by finish-
ing in four months!

Habitat assessed the fam-
ily’s situation before construction 

began because of Tess’s special 
needs. Gail previously had to 
carry Tess and her wheelchair 
up three flights of stairs to their 
crammed one-bedroom apart-
ment. To allow for mobility, Hab-
itat customized the floor plan by 
building Habitat Edmonton’s first 
wheelchair accessible home. 

Gail continually expresses how 
thankful she is for their home 
and for her Habitat community. 
Having been taught that family 
always comes first, Gail expresses 
that philosophy with her Habitat 
neighbours. “Our Habitat com-
munity is like a family,” said Gail. 
“We take care of each other and 
our properties.”

She noted that even though 
volunteers and donors do not al-
ways see a family’s appreciation 
once they move into the Habitat 
house, they are always treasured 
in families’ hearts.

10-year Habitat 
homeowner
Gail and Tess still grateful after 10 years in 
Habitat home

NaNcy BruNo-romeo Jeff odowichuk

Our Habitat community  
is like a family. We take 

care of each other  
and our properties.

— Gail, Habitat homeowner

Habitat’s Growth and Success ....
1991 Becomes a charity and builds its first home

1998 Expands beyond Edmonton’s borders into 
the Capital Region

2000 Opens first ReStore in North Edmonton

2009 Celebrates completion of 100th home 

2010 Opens second ReStore on south side of 
Edmonton

2011 Celebrating 20 years in the Capital Region – 
scheduled to complete over 80 homes  

2012 On target to meet the five-year strategic 
plan of 100 homes per year

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

S P O N S O R S

Board of 
Directors

Homebuilders announced that they are partnering with Habitat for Humanity to provide homes for hard working families.  
(L to R): Greg Christenson, Reza Nasseri, Susan Green, Rohit Gupta, Tally Hutchinson, Rose Naqvi-Parasynchuk, Darcey Parasynchuk,  
Premier Ed Stelmach, and Alfred Nikolai.

Gail (right) and her daughter 
Tess will always be thankful 

for their Habitat home.

Habitat Day donations help  
build sustainable communities
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In 2010, Rohit Communities capped off 
an award-winning year by donating its 
first condominium to Habitat for Hu-

manity, and presenting the key to the fam-
ily that would call it home. Shining the 
spotlight on the partnership, Rohit Gupta, 
CFO, said: “We believe everyone should 
have an equal opportunity, and we feel for-
tunate that we can help the community that 
has been so good to us. That equality starts 
with a place to live.”

Continuing in that path, Rohit Com-
munities is back for another year, partner-
ing with Habitat Edmonton by donating a 
condominium. “Originally, we were driven 
by the fact that our family has been looking 
at ways to give back to the community. Last 
year, we felt that it fell under our umbrella, 
giving a family a chance to get into home 
ownership. The Habitat for Humanity proj-
ect is directly in line with what we do every 
day – building houses for families.”

Giving something back to the community 
is hardly new for Rohit Communities. “We 
have helped in India, provided services and 
helped with the costs of the construction 
of a funeral home, a school and a hospital, 
and with people who were close to achieving 
home ownership,” said Rohit. “We’ve also 
made donations to the Stollery Children’s 
Hospital, in honour of my brother who 
passed away when he was young.”

How did it feel to become involved, and to 
hand over a key to a family? “It was very ex-
citing on all fronts,” he said. “First of all, the 
unit we donated was the first condo Habitat 
had in their purview. It was also exciting to 
see the great alignment from our team, and 
the emotion from them as the family took 
possession. It was interesting too, that the 
lady who got that condo through Habitat 

for Humanity came to our customer ap-
preciation event, and she won a trip to In-
vermere.”

Rohit sees merit in the Habitat Edmon-
ton program and the way it is structured and 
designed. “We are in the business of own-
ership. But from a human perspective, you 
travel the world and you see how difficult 
it is,” he said. “My parents are immigrants 
so they had a hand up from the community. 
We look at this as giving back to the com-
munity that helped us.”

Rohit Communities was recently named 
the 2011 Multi Family Builder of the Year 
at the Canadian Home Builders Association 
Edmonton Region Award of Excellence in 
Housing. It is a family owned and operated 
company with four separate business units: 
commercial builders, land development, real 
estate lending and residential building. In 
Edmonton, their key interest has been in 
town home and apartment style condo con-
struction, and they are now venturing into 
single-family home construction. 

“We’re hoping to continue with a long 
term relationship with Habitat for Human-
ity. They are an integral part of society, part 
of the diversification that is needed in a city. 
We’re happy to be part of the team.”

The Landmark Group of 
Companies is in the busi-
ness of building homes in 

Edmonton, Calgary and Red Deer. 
Reza Nasseri founded the compa-
ny in 1977, and since then he has 
watched his industry evolve with 
the times. Today, the corporate 
culture at Landmark embraces two 
important initiatives: Community 
Care and Landmark Green.

“For us, Community Care is a 
huge thing,” said Reza, listing a few 
of the beneficiaries of the program. 
“We’ve been involved for 10 years 
helping the community in various 
aspects. We’ve donated over $7 
million to support the University 
Hospital, Norquest College, and 
the Victoria School for the Per-
forming Arts. We support Terra, 
Winds of Providence, and the 
Youth Emergency Shelter Society. 
When there is an international di-
saster we help all we can, and we’ve 
given $1 million to cancer research 
over the past four years.”

Every year, Landmark desig-
nates $1.5 million to various good 
causes large and small. In 2010, 
they had $250,000 left without a 
specific beneficiary. The idea of 
supporting Habitat for Humanity 
came up, and it rang all the right bells. “We 
feel very strongly that everybody is entitled 
to a home,” said Reza. “Lots of people work 
hard, but maybe due to medical bills or stu-
dent loans, they just can’t quite get into a 
home. Habitat is a wonderful idea to help 
those people get their children into a house. 
It’s good for everyone. It helps the kids and 
makes the family stronger and the commu-
nity better, too.”

When Habitat for Humanity was added 
to the list last year, Landmark donated a 
half-duplex in the Emerald Hills commu-
nity in northeast Sherwood Park. “So we’re 
going to gift another house in the same area 
this year. The plan is to continue that into 
the future. 

When the homes were completed in the 
fall of 2010, Reza was on site to present the 
key to the Landmark home. “When you see 
that face, it’s worth millions. Nothing can 
compare to that feeling,” he recalled.

From three builders involved in Habitat 
Day in the Capital Region in 2010, the total 
is up to five this year. And it looks like that 
number could increase. “We’re still getting 
enquiries from other builders who may want 
to be involved in some way,” Reza said. 

“Any community is only as strong as its 
members,” he said, “and a caring community 
is a good place to live.”

Environmental stewardship is another 
vital element in the corporate profile of the 
Landmark Group. In fact, it’s so important 
that the company has created an initiative 
called Landmark Green “to expand the 
group’s efforts in environmental stewardship 

while creating better homes for the health 
and happiness of future generations.”

Part of that initiative is “industrializa-
tion,” which Reza compares to the automo-
tive process. “Cars are made in incredibly 
efficient factories, to keep costs down and 
production up. If we built cars the way we 
build houses, you’d get a big box of parts and 
have to build the car on site.”

Landmark Green represents the lead-
ing edge of an industry shift to improving 
resource and environmental efficiency. It 
means working hard every day “to minimize 
environmental impacts through research in 
construction efficiency, materials allocation 
and being good stewards of the resources,” 
according to the Landmark Green website.

“Our philosophy is to provide quality, 
affordable homes that are energy efficient, 
that don’t contribute to greenhouse gases. 
Our homes are built in a factory, making it 
more affordable for consumers,” Reza said. 
“It’s good for the community and good for 
business too. We want to do our share to 
bring greenhouse gases down. By building 
efficiently, we can do that. If you can make 
an example, people will follow.”

The growing support for Habitat Ed-
monton’s work is proof of community in-
volvement, loyalty and faith. They rely on 
the generosity and ongoing commitment of 
community members and businesses such as 
Landmark who contribute to the more than 
150 homes that have been built in the Ed-
monton area since 1991. Partnerships such 
as those between Habitat Edmonton and 
Landmark are further proof that by working 
together we can make a difference.

Rohit Communities continues 
partnership with Habitat for 
Humanity

Landmark: Good stewards of 
the community and the world

Now that we have a Habitat home, we won’t 
have to keep moving, and our daughters are 

rooted in our community.

FamilyHomeowners

Habitat partner families come from all walks of life. They are mothers and fathers, mechanics, bus drivers, recep-
tionists, clerks, car salespeople and all good-standing citizens. They are remarkable, gifted people with dreams and 
passions, and now they can pursue those while building equity in a home. Habitat families no longer have to choose 
between paying rent or buying necessities, but can thrive in newfound safety and security.

Home owneRsHip suCCess
We want our families to succeed in our program. That is why we have set out the following qualifying criteria.

•  Families must have at least one child under the age of 18 living at home. 
•  Families must demonstrate their need of a safe and affordable home.
•  At least one adult living in the home must be employed full-time.
•  Full family income must fall within a prescribed range.
•  Families must be willing to partner with us by working 500 hours on our build sites or in our ReStores. 
•  Families must be Canadian citizens (or residents for at least three years).

The responsibility of becoming a new homeowner can be overwhelming. That is why we help our families transition by 
training them for home care and maintenance. When our families thrive, so do neighbourhoods and communities.

Do you want to become  
a Habitat partner family?

If your family fits our criteria, please call us to sign up for an information session:

780-479-3566

My parents are immigrants so 
they had a hand up from the 

community. We look at this as 
giving back to the community  

that helped us.
— Rohit Gupta, CFO, Rohit Communities

Landmark Group of Companies presents a key to a family at a Habitat 
Home Dedication ceremony in 2010.

Building
  Homes.

  Building
    Hope.

Rohit Communities presents the key to a Habitat family in 2010.

ROHIT AD
5X30

LANDMARK AD
5X30
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Christenson Developments is an 
award-winning Edmonton region 
developer with more than 30 years 

experience in building adult condominiums 
and leading edge urban villages. At first 
glance, their expertise may seem like an 
odd fit with the family focus of Habitat for 
Humanity. But president Greg Christenson 
says the relationship grew out of a shared 
passion for the creation of sustainable com-
munities which encompass three key prin-
ciples: economic, social and environmental 
sustainability.

Greg wants to bring media attention to 
the urgent need to build affordable homes 
in the Edmonton regions’ new communities 
to attract and retain a much-needed stable, 
family-friendly work force.

Having been a recent Chair of the Greater 
Edmonton Region Chamber of Commerce 
during the creation of the Capital Region 
Board and Growth Plan, Greg is keenly 
aware of the need to have a strategic, long 
term plan for all 24 municipalities through-
out the Capital Region.

This Alberta initiative mandated under 
Premier Ed Stelmach’s leadership creates 
a plan for the future economic growth and 
planned investment in major infrastructure 
and services delivery. Four pivotal areas have 
been highlighted in the Plan: affordable 
housing, regional transit, land-use planning 
and general information systems.

Greg volunteered on behalf of the Cham-
ber and C.H.B.A. on the committee that 
dealt with affordable housing. “Our theme 
was to create new family friendly worker 
housing through the Capital Region, to 
leverage resources; private, public, and not 
for profit.” His advocacy was on behalf of 
entry-level workers in new suburban areas 
that have no existing rental housing, and 
poor transit access to the many jobs found 
in these outlying areas. “Too many families 
end up house-poor and commute. Public 
services such as transit and daycare can help 
to attract and retain a much needed entry 
level work force in our Christenson Com-
munities urban villages.”

And that’s where Habitat for Humanity 
comes in. “Habitat is a great brand, with 
lasting principles, and a solid reputation. 
They bring a media spotlight to very impor-
tant community issues,” he said. “We need 
to be strategic in building better commu-
nities, for Edmonton to compete globally. 
Habitat is doing great work, demonstrating 
longer term thinking.”

Last year, Christenson Developments and 
the Landmark Group donated two town 
homes in their Emerald Hills Urban Village 

in northeast Sherwood Park. That is their 
goal again this year.

Designed from inception as a master 
planned urban neighbourhood focusing on 
sustainability, Emerald Hills is a 50-acre 
community located near Highway 16 and 
Clover Bar Road. Like Christenson’s suc-
cessful Railtown in downtown Edmonton, 
Emerald Hills will focus on apartment and 
townhouse lifestyles set around parks in 
a walkable setting. A new hospital as well 
as Cameron Developments’ retail shopping 
centre with professional services will en-
hance the urban nature of the area. Emerald 
Hills will be an “inclusive community” that 
will attract young families, active adults and 
seniors. (sunliving.ca/emeraldhills/)

Emerald Hills will be a community where 
Habitat Edmonton families can have jobs 
near their homes. “The average Canadian 
family spends $1,250 a month on vehicles. 
We cannot build enough roads to meet the 
demand. We need to be strategic. Housing, 
transportation costs and convenience need 
to be considered. It’s how we will build bet-
ter communities in the future.”

Habitat Edmonton selects the families 
who will buy these homes. “People have 
preconceived notions about Habitat and af-
fordable housing. “These are great people. 
Habitat looks for parents that appreciate the 
opportunity and are ready for home owner-
ship.” 

He recalls last year’s key presentation cer-
emony in Emerald Hills. “It was very touch-
ing” he said. “It comes down to gratitude 
and emotion. It feels good to turn over the 
key to a new homeowner.”

“We are very proud to be partners with 
our Habitat Community Builders. This 
is a great opportunity to bring focus to an 
important need in our region; to make the 
Edmonton Capital Region the best place 
possible to live and work.”

Habitat for Humanity 
Edmonton began 
to build homes in 

1991. During that time we 
have grown from building 
one home per year to becom-
ing the largest affiliate in 
Canada with 80 homes slated 
for completion in 2011. As a 
charity, our success is solely 
dependent upon the support 
of donors, volunteers and our 
capital region communities 
as a whole. Over the past 
few years, we have worked 
diligently to educate the 
public on how our program 
helps families move into home ownership 
and how this benefits our communities. 

If you have experienced a build as a vol-
unteer or donor, you know the excitement 
and dedication that are poured into building 
a Habitat home. 

Before we begin to build in a community, 
we hold family information sessions for fam-
ilies who meet our eligibility requirements. 
Once families learn how the program works 
and what is expected of them, they are asked 
to submit a formal application. When fami-
lies apply, we assess them and select them 
based on the greatest need. Once a family 
has been selected, they immediately become 
part of our build crew to help construct 
their home and the homes of their neigh-
bours. Families must spend 500 hours on 
our build sites. This “sweat equity” serves 
as the down payment for their home. 

Each year, Habitat has thousands of 
volunteers – ranging from beginners to 
trades people – who give of their time. 
Some volunteers give one day while others 
eagerly work on a regular basis. These vol-
unteers work alongside our partner families 
and form great friendships. Many corporate 
donors personally give of their time to vol-
unteer or empower their staff by allowing 
them to participate on our sites. 

Watching a house be built from the ground 
up is very exciting and moving. Sometimes 
we hold “blitz builds” where a duplex is 
framed and the roof raised all in one day! 
During these builds you see over 100 vol-
unteers working to put prefabricated walls 
together and then, as the finale, a crane lifts 
the roof in place. The majority of our builds, 
however, are built over several months with 
20 to 40 volunteers per day. 

Volunteers help us build our homes, but 
donations make them 
possible. We look to 
corporations, business-
es, services groups and 
churches, and individu-
als to come together to 
support our construc-
tion needs. We have 
been fortunate over 
the past several years 
to receive affordable 
housing grants from 
the province and local 
municipalities, which 
we have leveraged with 
donations in order to 
meet our mission. 

There is a common 
misconception that Habitat gives away 
homes; we actually sell our homes to fami-
lies. What makes Habitat homes affordable 
is that families pay an interest-free mortgage 
that is never more than 25 percent of their 
income. The mortgage payments made by 
Habitat families go into our Fund for Hu-
manity. We use this fund to build more 
homes. In essence, the very family that at one 
time could not own a home is now helping 
us build them! The more homes that Habi-
tat builds, the more our Fund for Humanity 
grows and the more families we can serve by 
leveraging the fund with donations. 

After a home is completed we hold a spe-
cial event called a Home Dedication Cer-
emony. This ceremony brings donors, vol-
unteers, and families together to celebrate 
the new beginning for the Habitat partner 
family as they receive the keys to their new 
homes. It is a great joy to watch children as 
they see their new bedrooms for the first 
time. 

Habitat’s program is unique in that we 
construct homes with volunteers and do-
nations, we operate two retail stores (Re-
Store) that sell donated goods to fund our 
administration costs, and we have a solid 
mission to help families own a home and 
build equity and hope for a bright future.

We are very proud of our many successes 
we have celebrated with our donors, volun-
teers and especially with our families over 
the past 20 years. We are looking forward 
to building homes and hope over the next 
20 years!

Mobilizing volunteers and 
community partners to 
build homes and hope

1 We identify eligible homeowners and 
prepare them for home ownership.

2 We help them build their homes with 
donated funds, materials and labour.

3 Their home is purchased with a down-
payment of 500 hours of sweat equity.

4 Their interest-free mortgage payments 
are never more than 25 percent of their 

total family income.

5 We reinvest mortgage payments back 
into the home ownership program. This 

enables us to build future homes for more 
families.

how it
works:

Christenson donates 
another home in their 
sustainable Emerald Hills 
community

Habitat is a great brand, with 
lasting principles, and a solid 

reputation. We need to be 
strategic in building better 

communities, for Edmonton  
to compete globally. Habitat is 

doing great work, demonstrating  
longer term thinking.

— Greg Christenson, president, Christenson Developments

ReStore is an integral part of Habitat 
for Humanity Edmonton. We sell 
quality new and used building sup-

plies which have been generously donated by 
individuals, businesses and organizations.

ReStore also sells many vintage items 
that are waiting to be discovered by frequent 
shoppers.

Proceeds are used to cover Habitat for 
Humanity Edmonton’s administrative costs. 
This ensures that every donated dollar to the 
charity goes directly to building homes and 
serving families.

Shopping & Donating
•  ReStores are open to the general public
•  ReStore sells building supplies and vintage 

items
•  Please call our donation line to see if we 

can accept your generous donation (780-
471-4909)

•  Items we typically can accept as donations 
include: Appliances, Antiques, Bathtubs, 
Cabinets, New Carpet, Doors, Windows, 
Lighting Fixtures, Kitchen Sinks, Clean 
Lumber, Moldings, Plumbing Fixtures, 
Furniture, Tools and Books.

Christenson Developments presents a key to a Habitat family in 2010.

CHRISTENSON AD
5X30
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For the first time, Daytona Homes is 
proud to be donating a home to a de-
serving Habitat for Humanity family. 

The motivations and philosophies of Habitat 
Edmonton are a close fit with the company 
itself, said John McCaffray, vice-president of 
housing. “We are a family-owned company. 
We value and understand our position in the 
community. Our ability to help people get 
their start is very important to us.”

Ralph Hutchinson started Daytona 
Homes 18 years ago. He’s a long-time St. 
Albert resident who raised his family there. 
Ralph’s son Tally has succeeded his father at 
the helm of Daytona Homes, and proudly 
continues the firm’s caring business code.

In his message on the company’s web-
site, Tally Hutchinson said, “Since open-
ing in 1993, we have not only taken pride 
in building quality communities and homes, 
but also in continuing relationships. Our 
commitment to continually improve for to-
morrow has allowed us to expand to several 
communities throughout Alberta and Sas-
katchewan.”

That focus on building relationships 
blends well with the company’s support of 
Habitat for Humanity. “If we do business in 
the community, we should be able to give 
something back,” said John. “Giving fits our 
philosophy and our ownership. This is our 
first time with Habitat, but our history in-
cludes giving something back in each of the 

four communities where we do business. We 
built Joey’s House in Edmonton, focusing 
our interest on Down Syndrome. Now we’re 
going to help a hard-working family achieve 
the dream of home-ownership through 
Habitat for Humanity and we’re all looking 
forward to that.”

Daytona is donating a two-storey apart-
ment-style condominium in the Terraces of 
Oakmont community in St. Albert. “Work-
ing with Habitat is a good fit for us because 
it speaks to the importance of family and 
that’s what our company is built on. We 
value being a part of the community.” 

The condo is already complete, so with-
in the coming weeks Daytona Homes will 
present the key to the chosen family, who 
will put in 500 hours of sweat equity on an-
other build project after being selected by 
Habitat for Humanity.

As a charity, Habitat Edmonton is mak-
ing great strides in bringing sustainable, 
affordable home ownership to the capital 
region. Their unique model ensures that 
homes remain in the affordable housing 
pool in perpetuity. It is important for com-
munities to have an inventory of affordable 
home ownership opportunities for their 
residents. With Habitat, families can build 
equity in their home and one day move into 
a conventional mortgage where the home is 
then provided to yet another well-deserving 
family and the cycle continues.

We believe the Habitat Edmonton model 
truly builds community.

We are proud to partner with Habitat for 
Humanity as a corporate supporter where we 
know our contribution will not only make a 
difference for one family but for many fami-
lies in the future.

We congratulate Habitat Edmonton on 
20 years of Building Homes and Hope in 
the Capital Region.

hollick kenyon

Cameron Homes is an award-win-
ning, family-developed and family-
run company, building homes for 

families in the Edmonton area since 2002. 
Family values are part of the company’s 
foundation, so it is fitting that they have 
chosen to participate in a project with Habi-
tat for Humanity Edmonton.

“We strive to provide a family-ready home 
that inspires pride in your family and ours,” 
says Darcey Parasynchuk, general manager 
of Cameron Homes.

Why would a busy home builder take the 
time to be involved with Habitat for Hu-
manity? “Why? Because it is a great cause,” 
said Darcey. “So many people out there can-
not afford a home, but are doing everything 
in their means, so they are almost there. 
Habitat does a great job of getting them over 
the hurdle. What we’re doing is a small part 
compared to what Habitat does.”

Participation with Habitat Edmonton 
projects is not a new thing for the company. 
“We have been involved with Habitat for the 
past three years, but in different ways. We 
began by supplying materials. Last Septem-
ber, our staff participated in a one-day frame 
challenge, competing with five or six other 
companies for best build time,” Darcey said. 
“This is our first year donating a home.”

Last October, Darcey presented new-
home keys to a Habitat Edmonton family 
in the Kirkness area. At that time, he said, 
“Building a house is not the same thing as 
building a home, and these particular homes 
were built not only with materials but more 
importantly, with pride, hard work and a lot 
of heart.” 

The same can be said in 2011. The home 
being donated this year by Cameron Homes 
is one half of a two-storey duplex in the 
very family-friendly community of Hollick- 
Kenyon. 

“To present a key to a family is the best 
job in the world, as far as we’re concerned,” 
he said. “At some point we have all been 
helped. Whether it’s been from family or 
from friends or whoever, we couldn’t be 
where we are without having had some help. 
Obviously, this is a family that deserves to 
have the home, and we are excited and hon-
oured to be a part of that.”

Cameron Homes’ slogan – “Our family 
building for your family” – is very fitting 
with the Habitat for Humanity mandate. 
“We really want the families who buy and 
live in our house to feel safe and to enjoy 
their home and their community. We’re go-
ing to make sure this house is a home they 
can live in for a very long time.”

The whole team of management and staff 
at Cameron Homes values their role in the 
Habitat for Humanity initiative. Darcey 
says they plan to be involved in the years to 
come. “We will definitely do this again. We 
want to help in every way we can, and Habi-
tat for Humanity gives us the perfect way to 
do that. Building homes for families is what 
we do, and this is an ideal fit for us, for our 
staff and for our company.”

Daytona Homes donates 
its first Habitat home

Cameron Homes 
honoured to be involved 
with Habitat for 
Humanity

So many people out there  
cannot afford a home, but are 

doing everything in their means, 
so they are almost there. Habitat 
does a great job of getting them 

over the hurdle. What we’re doing 
is a small part compared to  

what Habitat does.
— Darcey Parasynchuk, general manager,  

Cameron Homes

Donate
•  You can donate to our builds at www.hfh.org, by calling 

780.479.3566, by mail or in person at 8210 Yellowhead 
Trail, Edmonton. 

•  You can sponsor a build (please call 780.479.3566 ext. 
248 for more details).

•  We need building materials for our build sites (e.g. dry-
wall, lumber, shingles, etc). Please call 780.479.3566 ext. 
248 for more details.

•  Making a planned gift helps us prepare for the future. 
Your planned gift helps us prepare for future. (Please call 
780.479.3566 ext 248 for more details).

•  You can sponsor lunch for our hard working volunteers. 
(780.451.3416 ext. 226)

Volunteer
•  All skill levels are welcome on our build site – beginners 

and trades-people welcome.

•  All volunteers are equipped with proper PPE and undergo 
a safety orientation. 

•  Our volunteers are trained by our site superintendents. 
You will never be asked to perform a task you are not 
comfortable doing. 

•  We welcome both groups and individual volunteers on 
our sites! 

•  Individuals can sign up at www.hfh.org

•  If you’re looking for a great team building experience, 
please call 780-451-3416 ext. 232 for more information 
about groups.

How you can
Build Hope with Habitat:

Facebook 
Contest

“LIKe” us on Facebook and your 
name will be entered into the draw!

For a chance to win a

ReMote CAR stARteR

Building
  Homes.

  Building
    Hope.

Remote car starter generously donated by Go Auto–Kentwood Ford.

contact

info:
Corporate office & Restore north
8210 Yellowhead Trail NW, Edmonton, AB  T5B 1G5
780.479.3566

Restore Donation Line
780.471.4909

Volunteer Line
780.451.3416

Restore south
6909 – 76 Avenue, Edmonton, AB  T6B 0A9
780.462.4909

www.facebook.com/Habitatedm 

Draw will be held on April 26, 2011. All of our 
Facebook fans will be entered, even if you’ve already 
liked us!

what Habitat is 
doing in edmonton!LIKe

Artist’s rendering of the Terraces of Oakmont community in St. Albert. Daytona Homes is donating a condo in this 
community to Habitat for Humanity.

       We are a family-owned  
company. We value and 
understand our position in the 
community. Our ability to help 
people get their start is very 
important to us.

—  John McCaffray, vice-president of housing,  
Daytona Homes
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